Beowulf 

Background Study Guide

Read pages 27-31 and 65, then fill in the blanks.

1. During Anglo-Saxon times, which were marked by severe turmoil and change, the peoples’ courage was often tested _______________, _______________, and ____________________. Examples include: _____________________________________________________________
2. An epic is defined as ______________________________________________________. Early epics survived as _______________, retold by poets (called __________ or _____________) through the generations, before they were finally written down by _________________ in the year __________.  Most epics date back to __________________________. They were sung by ___________________ as far back as __________________________.
3. Epics were based in _______________ fact so they served two purposes: _______________ and ___________________ for the audience.

4. One characteristic of oral poetry is ___________________________________________. Two examples are _______________ (define: ________________________________________) and _________________ (define: ______________________________________________).
5. Epic characteristics include a _________ hero who was of great ______________________ importance whose character traits reflect ___________________________. The hero performs ______________________ deeds that reflect ___________________________ and the _________ of a nation or group of people is determined. Major characters often deliver __________ and __________ speeches.
6. Epics’ settings are often _____________________ while the plot is often complicated by ____________________________  and often involves journeys through __________________ lands.

7. The poet uses __________ diction and ___________ tone to reflect ____________ values like ___________________________ and to teach _______________ themes such as ___________ ____________________________________.

8. Define alliteration: _______________________________________________________. Poets use alliteration to _____________________________________________________________. 
9. Beowulf takes place on _____________________ among two related tribes, the _________ (now ____________) and the ________ (now ____________). The hero Beowulf is from the __________.  Even though we don’t know if Beowulf was a real person, records exist verifying the existence of ______________ who __________________________________.

10. In 525, the Germanic tribes had not yet adopted __________________ and the warriors valued ____________, _____________, and _______________. For fun, people gathered in ________________ to eat, drink mead (define: _____________________) and _____________ ______________________________. The poets who recited the epics often accompanied themselves with _____________.
11. Beowulf is the most famous survivor of early __________________________ poems and dates from between the _________ and _________ century. It is written in __________________ and contains caesura (define: ______________________________________________).

12. The author of Beowulf is __________________. From inferences in the poem, he was _______________ and familiar with ______________________, __________________, and _____________________. Scholars believe he lived in England sometime between _________ and __________.

13. _______ copy(s) of Beowulf exists and is now housed in __________________________ after escaping destruction several times. The __________________________ Project creates detailed digital images of every page so _______________________________________.
