British Literature

Canterbury Tales Project

Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales is about a group of 14th century pilgrims from all walks of life who travel together for several days on their way to a shrine in Canterbury.  To help pass the time, they entertain each other on this journey by telling stories.  The storyteller who comes up with the most entertaining story wins dinner at the local tavern, courtesy of the others.

Chaucer used his Prologue to describe the pilgrims and their individual stories, their Tales, as a reflection of the society in which he lived to unveil both the truth and the hypocrisy he found in his world.  We are going to create Contemporary Tales to unveil the hypocrisy and truths in our modern world. Our pilgrimage will be to our nation’s capital, Washington D.C. to see the Lincoln Memorial and the Washington Monument.
Your task is to create a contemporary “pilgrim” who will join us on our trip.  Think of different types of people from all walks of life. What “truths” are revealed in their lives? What “hypocrisy” do you find? What lesson do you want your audience to learn?

You will create a 20-30 line prologue sketch / description of your character. The lines must be of substance. It does not have to rhyme but it may if you want it to.  Follow Chaucer’s example from his Prologue to the Canterbury Tales.  This should be typed however you wish and you will read it aloud to the class on your assigned day.  You may earn up to 10 points extra credit if you dress like your pilgrim.

As the host, I will provide the best storyteller (voted on by your peers) with a restaurant gift certificate!  

As you create your pilgrim, think about...

*Gender, Age, Socio-economic level, Education level, Marital/Partner Status

*Physical characteristics, Habits, Clothing style

*Profession and benefits/problems with it

*Reasons he/she is on the pilgrimage, what does he/she want to gain from the experience?

