Elie Wiesel: Web Quest

Use the following links to find answers to the following questions. Be sure to answer in complete sentences.
Elie Wiesel Profile and Biography 
http://www.achievement.org/autodoc/page/wie0pro-1 
Please read the brief profile and answer the following questions. 
1. The word holocaust comes from the Greek word "holokaustos", which means "burned whole." It has been used in the English language for a long time in the sense of disaster involving many deaths (especially by fire). In its Middle English form, derived from Greek, it was used to mean a burnt offering. This later broadened to any major destruction due to fire, and broadened further to mean any mass destruction. When used in capitalized form (Holocaust), it is specifically referring to the mass destruction of Jewish and other people by the Nazis in World War Two. 

a. Who first used the word holocaust to describe the Nazi destruction of the Jews during WWII?
b. Do you think it is an appropriate term to use?  Why?

2. After the war, why do you think Wiesel was determined to tell his story to the world? Do you think it was a difficult decision to make? Explain. 

Please click on the biography tab, read the biography, and answer the following questions. 

1. Where and when was Elie Wiesel born?
2. What happened to the Jews in Elie's town when the Nazis arrived?

3. What are some of the terrible things that happened to Elie after the Nazis came? 

4. From whom was Elie permanently separated when he arrived at Auschwitz?

5. For how long did Elie impose a vow of silence on himself before writing Night? 

6. Why do you think he waited so long to write?

Please click on the Interview tab, read the ENTIRE interview, and answer the following questions. You have the option of listening to parts of the interview (click on the audio links).
1. What was Elie's childhood like?

2. Describe the anti-Semitic outbursts that occurred during his childhood. 

a. He described viewing these outbursts as "part of nature." What does this tell you about the way Jews were treated?
3. What does Wiesel say about the writer's mission to be a witness and a messenger?

4. What does Wiesel say about being a silent witness?

5. What advice does Wiesel offer to young people today? What are two ways you can follow his advice in your every day life?

6. What three things does the American Dream mean to Wiesel?
a. Do you agree with him? Explain.
7. Wiesel says that he agrees with Albert Camus: "There is more to celebrate than to denigrate (put down/belittle) in man." 

a. Are you surprised that Wiesel feels this way? Explain.

b.  Do you agree with the quote? Explain and give an example to support your opinion. 

· Read Elie’s Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech and answer the following:
Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech http://www.pbs.org/eliewiesel/nobel/index.html

Paragraph 9 

1. According to Wiesel, what are we if we forget about what happened?
2. Explain what he means by this statement. 
3. Do you agree with his statement? Explain. 

Paragraph 10 
4. What does Wiesel mean by the statement, “Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim”? 
Paragraph 13 
5. What does Wiesel say about violence and terrorism? 
6. Do you agree with him? Explain. 
Paragraph 14
7. According to Wiesel, how much impact can one person have on the world? 
