Study Guide for

The English Renaissance (p. 276-281)
1485-1660

Historical Background

1. What does the term “renaissance” mean? What was the ideal “renaissance man?”

2. What did the Renaissance Europeans delight in and emphasize?

3. The reign of Henry VIII is quite famous. Name at least two facts about his reign and how he changed English history.

4. Who was “Bloody Mary?”

5. As controversial as Henry VIII‘s reign was, his daughter Elizabeth I’s reign was unprecedented.  Cite at least two examples of how England fared during her reign.

6. Explain the Gunpowder Plot of 1605.

7. The English civil war pitted what two sides against each other? What was the result? How was England changed?

English Language Development

1. What was the Great Vowel Shift?

2. Why are there so many inconsistent spellings in modern English?

3. The Renaissance spirit encouraged the coinage of new words. Who is credited with over 2000 new words?

Literature

1. Who introduced the sonnet form to England?

2. How was Renaissance drama different from medieval drama?

3. Describe the difference between comedies and tragedies.

4. Who pioneered the essay form in English?

Vocabulary

pastoral verse

metaphysical poetry

Italian/ Petrarchan sonnet

octave


sestet



English/Shakespearean sonnet

quatrain

couplet



Spenserian sonnet



conceit


paradox


iambic pentameter

sonnet cycle

lyric poem


volta

slant rhyme

pastoral poetry


rhyme scheme



