Hamlet by W. Shakespeare

Study Guide Questions
Act I
1. Identify the following characters:


Bernardo


Francisco


Marcellus


Horatio


Young Fortinbras


King Hamlet


King Claudius


Queen Gertrude


Laertes


Polonius


Ophelia

2. On a previous watch, what did Bernardo see? Why does Marcellus think Horatio should speak to the ghost? Who do they think should be told about the ghost?

3. Why is Hamlet upset? (2 reasons) What does King Claudius tell him? What is your first impression of Hamlet? Gertrude? Claudius?

4. What news does Horatio bring Hamlet? What does Hamlet decide to do?

5. There is a lot of advice given in this Act. What advice does Laertes’ advice to Ophelia? What advice does Polonius give his son? What is your reaction to all this advice?

6. At the end of scene iii, what does Ophelia agree to do? What do you think of her agreement?

7. How does Hamlet react to the ghost’s presence? What does the ghost tell Hamlet? 

8. Hamlet makes Horatio swear to two things. What were they? 
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Act II
1. Why does Polonius think Hamlet is “mad?” What does he believe has caused Hamlet’s madness?
2. Who are Rosencrantz and Guildenstern? Why are they at the castle?

3. What does Gertrude think is the cause of Hamlet’s lunacy?

4. How does Polonius explain his theory of Hamlet’s madness? What “test” does he suggest?
5. Summarize the exchange between Hamlet and Polonius.

6. When Hamlet questions Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, why do they say they’ve come? Does Hamlet believe them? How does he describe his personal problems to them? 

7. What epic does Hamlet ask Player 1 to recite? What arrangement does Hamlet make with Player 1? Where do you think Hamlet’s going with this?
8. Paraphrase Hamlet’s soliloquy after his friends leave.
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Act III
1. What message do Rosencrantz & Guildenstern carry to the King? What is his reply?

2. Hamlet’s famous “To be or not to be” soliloquy is in scene i. In a few sentences, paraphrase his main points.

3. How does Hamlet treat Ophelia? What advice/insight does Hamlet offer Ophelia? What do Polonius and the King decide after eavesdropping on their conversation?

4. What instructions does Hamlet give the Players? Why do you think he does so? 

5. What play did Polonius perform in? What does this have to do with what’s going on in Hamlet’s life?
6. What has Hamlet titled his play? Why do you think he titled it thus? What irony do you detect in the rest of his speech to the King and his mother?  

7. What was the King’s reaction to the play? What does Hamlet & Horatio decide his reaction meant?

8. The King asks Rosencrantz and Guildenstern to prepare for what? Why?

9. Why does Hamlet not kill the King when he has the chance?

10. Note the verbal irony and puns used in Hamlet’s conversation with his mother.

11. What happens to Polonius?

12. Summarize Hamlet and his mother’s conversation. How does she react to the ghost’s presence? What does the ghost remind Hamlet to do? What does Hamlet want Gertrude to do? 
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Act IV
1. How does the queen explain Polonius’s death?

2. Why does Hamlet describe Rosencrantz and Guildenstern as “sponges?”

3. Why does the King say he can “not put the strong arm on” Hamlet?

4. How does Hamlet answer the King’s demands to the location of Polonius’s body? What is your reaction?

5. What is the content of the letters Rosencrantz and Guildenstern bear to England with Hamlet?

6. What realization about war does Hamlet come to? Why does he say, “My thoughts be bloody or be nothing worth!”?

7. What has happened to Ophelia? 

8. Why has Laertes returned? How does he react to his sister’s condition?
9. Summarize Hamlet’s letter to Horatio.

10. What do Claudius and Laertes plan to do to Hamlet?

11. Why does Gertrude interrupt them?
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Act V
1. Who was Yorick? To what conclusion does Hamlet come regarding life and death?
2. How does Laertes react to Ophelia’s death? The Queen? Hamlet?

3. What does Hamlet reveal to Horatio about his exile to England and how he returned to Denmark?

4. What news does Osric bring Hamlet? 

5. What happens to each of the following characters?


Gertrude


The King


Laertes


Hamlet

6. Why does Laertes say, “I am justly killed with mine own treachery.”?

7. What request does Hamlet make of Horatio? Who does he name as his successor?

