Paradise Lost 
by John Milton

Study Guide

Book 1

1. In choosing a Muse which directed Moses down from the mountain, what connection does Milton hope the reader will make?
2. According to lines 34-37, what caused Satan to deceive Adam and Eve?
3. As Satan looks around his new surroundings, cite details he shares of Hell.
4. What is Satan's message in lines 105-111?
5. In lines 120-125, what does Satan suggest he and the other fallen angels pledge to do?
6. While Satan is boasting of being non-repentant and revenge-seeking, he is truly tortured with despair. Cite lines which show his despair.
7. What is Beelzebub's relationship to Satan?
8. Paraphrase Beelzebub's question to Satan in lines 128-155.
9. What is Satan's answer?
10. God's plan for Satan is revealed in lines 209-220. Explain.
11. In lines 242 to the end, Satan, after flying around surveying Hell, states his response to living there. What is it?
Book 9

12. What “gimmick” does Satan use to attract Eve's attention before he ever speaks to her?

13. Cite ways the serpent appeals to Eve's vanity throughout this book.
14. According to the serpent, why can he speak man's language? (lines 571-601)
15. Satan provides several arguments to convince Eve to eat of the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge. What are they?
16. What does Eve say to herself to rationalize eating the fruit?
17. As Eve eats, what events take place of which she is oblivious?

Read quotes 1-17 and answer the following questions

18. Paraphrase Eve's immediate response after eating the fruit.
19. Paraphrase what Eve says to Adam when she meets him again. What is the significance of quote #8?
Thus Eve with Countnance blithe her storie told;
But in her Cheek distemper flushing glowd.
On th' other side, Adam, soon as he heard
The fatal Trespass don by Eve, amaz'd,
Astonied stood and Blank, while horror chill [ 890 ]
Ran through his veins, and all his joynts relax'd;
From his slack hand the Garland wreath'd for Eve
Down drop'd, and all the faded Roses shed:
Speechless he stood and pale, till thus at length
First to himself he inward silence broke. [ 895 ] 

O fairest of Creation, last and best
Of all Gods works, Creature in whom excell'd
Whatever can to sight or thought be formd,
Holy, divine, good, amiable, or sweet!
How art thou lost, how on a sudden lost, [ 900 ]
Defac't, deflourd, and now to Death devote?
Rather how hast thou yeelded to transgress
The strict forbiddance, how to violate
The sacred Fruit forbidd'n! som cursed fraud
Of Enemie hath beguil'd thee, yet unknown, [ 905 ]

20. From the above quotation, what is Adams' immediate reaction? 
21. Paraphrase his rationalization for eating of the fruit as well (quotes 9-12).
22. After eating of the forbidden fruit, what do quotes 13 & 14 reveal?

23. Paraphrase quotes 15-17. What are Adam and Eve doing?
Book 12: “The Angel Michael continues from the Flood to relate what shall succeed; then, in the mention of Abraham, comes by degrees to explain, who that Seed of the Woman shall be, which was promised Adam and Eve in the Fall; his Incarnation, Death, Resurrection, and Ascention; the state of the Church till his second Coming. Adam greatly satisfied and recomforted by these Relations and Promises descends the Hill with Michael; wakens Eve, who all this while had slept, but with gentle dreams compos'd to quietness of mind and submission. Michael in either hand leads them out of Paradise, the fiery Sword waving behind them, and the Cherubim taking thir Stations to guard the Place.”
24. According to Eve, God speaks in dreams; what message did she receive from God?

25. How does Adam feel about her revelation?
26.  What “blazed” before them? Who escorts Adam and Eve from Paradise?
27. Describe Milton's last image. What do you think was his purpose for ending this way?

