
Sonnet Sequence Assignment 

Directions : 

STEP ONE : Read through the assigned sonnet to yourself silently.  Then, at least two people in your group should read it aloud to the group. Look up any unfamiliar words/phrases.

STEP TWO: Employ scansion to determine the meter.  

STEP THREE: Label the rhyme scheme. 

STEP FOUR: Mark the thought pattern (octave/sestet, three quatrain/couplet) and explain or summarize the major ideas/situations/questions that exist in each part.

STEP FIVE:  Analysis of Poetic Language Techniques



a. Highlight in yellow any strong or important images



b. Highlight in pink any figurative language (simile, metaphor, 

    
personification, etc..) 

c. Highlight in green any sound devices like alliteration (repeating consonant sounds at the beginnings of words that are near each other) assonance (repeating the same vowel sounds of a,e,i,o,u,and y when it sounds like “e”, plus any combinations and variants) and consonance (repeating the same consonant sound at the ends of several words).

d. Highlight in blue your group's favorite line of the sonnet.



e. Discuss why the sonneteer might use these devices...what effect 

    do they create?

	STEP SIX: Paraphrase each line of poetry using “teen speak.”

STEP SEVEN: As a group, decide what the sonnet's main message, or theme, seems to be.

STEP EIGHT: Find or draw a picture that seems to communicate the same message as your sonnet.  Be sure to be able to justify your choice.



	STEP NINE: As a group, discuss your personal response to the message. Is the message still relevant in the 21st century? Why or why not? Are any of you reminded of past experiences as a result of the images, words, messages of the poem? Is the sonneteer nuts? Write a ¾ to 1 page response as a group.
STEP TEN: Prepare your group's presentation.  Each member must speak!  You will need to read the sonnet aloud (with passion...remember the lyric poem is about strong emotion!), discuss the meter, rhyme scheme and thought pattern, point out any particularly strong language techniques and their effects, relate your groups favorite line and tell why your group chose it, read your paraphrased “teen speak” version of the poem, and tell what the theme of the sonnet is and why it is or isn't effective. Share your picture and tell how/why it relates to the sonnet.

	

	


EVALUATION:

0-5 points for each of the following 


a) _____ STYLE OF POETRY ANALYSIS (extent to which the poetry analysis was intelligent, precise, and effective)

 
b) ______ CONTENT of POETRY ANALYSIS (extent to which all required components of the poetry analysis as listed above are explicated in a thorough manner) 

c) ______ CHOICE of picture (extent to which the picture mirrors the message or the extent to which the picture justification communicates the similarities in theme)

d) _____ PUBLIC SPEAKING SKILLS (extent to which your group's presentation was characteristic of effective public speaking skills) 
e) _____ WRITTEN RESPONSE (extent to which your group effectively reflected on the sonnet’s relevance and/or irrelevance to today)



TOTAL  _________ / 25
